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“EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE”
Stephen Atnip

INTRODUCTION1

Throughout the history of fleshly Israel, the Old Testament
resounds with dire warnings to God’s covenant people concerning false
prophets.2 These warnings were continued by Jesus during His earthly
ministry3 and by His holy apostles and prophets during this final earthly
age of the church.4

While Jesus likened such false prophets to ravening wolves in
sheep’s clothing (Mt. 7:15), the only other place used in the New
Testament, outside the Gospels, where we find the wolf metaphor used
is in Acts 20:29-30, where Paul warns the eldership at Ephesus:

For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.

When Jesus spoke of ravening wolves (Mt. 7:15), He used the adjective
harpax, which in its verb form means “to snatch out or away,”5

picturing a stealthy wolf snatching its prey quickly and making off with
it. Paul used the adjective barus (Acts 20:29), picturing unsparing
violence and cruelty6 of the wolf against its victim. This movement
would be coupled with an internal movement within the eldership that
would continue the dissolution of the church at Ephesus.

These lupine activities coming from within and without, specifi-
cally foretold by the prophetic word of the Apostle Paul, have a direct
bearing on the topic assigned to this study. It is to the church of Christ
at Ephesus that Paul later pens: “That we henceforth be no more
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children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they
lie in wait to deceive” (Eph. 4:14).

We shall note a number of warnings which God gave to Ephesus
and the nature of the symbolism of the “winds of doctrine” about to
come upon them. We shall observe the First Century World of
Hellenism into which Paul introduced the church of Christ, and note the
pagan and Judaic influences that sought to crush the early saints. And
all along the way, we shall note the apostolic answers to these winds of
doctrine, and make application to our day.

WARNINGS TO EPHESUS

The Ephesian congregation had a tremendous amount of further
effort expended upon it by the Lord. Paul said he had warned this
congregation over a space of three years (Acts 20:31) about the
impending dangers coming upon them in the future. He reminds the
elders:

And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know,
from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have
been with you at all seasons, Serving the Lord with all humility
of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me
by the lying in wait of the Jews: And how I kept back nothing
that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have
taught you publickly, and from house to house, Testifying both
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ ... Wherefore I take you to
record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I
have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God
(Acts 20:18-21, 26-27).

In addition to these initiatory efforts and the letter to Ephesus, Paul
sent Timothy to Ephesus to be its evangelist, exhorting him: “Now the
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot
iron” (1 Tim. 4:1-2). In his second letter to Ephesus’ evangelist,
Timothy, Paul wrote: “For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3-4).
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Several letters are later directed toward churches in the Asian
arena, where Ephesus is located. The apostle John addresses the church
at Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-7. While other churches in the Asian area
seem to be falling to the onslaught of new doctrines,7 John extols the
Ephesians as faithful keepers of the doctrine (Rev. 2:2, 6), though
ominously their first blooms of Christian love seem to have faded into
autumn (Rev. 2:4). In Peter’s Asian epistles, the first letter seems to be
against heavy external persecutions,8 while the second letter pertains to
coming false teachers within the church (2 Pet. 2:1ff; note the future
tenses).9 Jude points out that Peter’s warnings were now a reality. By
the time the apostle John writes his Gospel and three Epistles, Gnostic
division has permeated the Asian arena (1 Jn. 2:19), challenging
apostolic authority (3 Jn. 9).

WINDS OF DOCTRINE

Accordingly, under four illustrations, Paul addresses Ephesus about
the outcome of saints who fail to be led by the inspired apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, whom Jesus gave as
spiritual gifts to the church (Eph. 4:8-11). These four illustrations are:
1) little children without skill to care for themselves, 2) sailors without
skill to direct their ships, 3) people whose lives are in the hands of a
gambler’s fortune or chance, and 4) people easily duped by con artists.
It is to this second illustration that we call your attention, of an
unskilled sailor on a ship tossed to and fro with the waves and guided
only by the next wind to blow across his sails.

There are several places in the Scriptures where the inspired writers
use nautical terms in reference to men. In Revelation 17:1, 15, the
masses of men are seen as being like many waters. With regard to them,
Lenski notes: “They are represented as ‘many waters’ because of the
countless waves that are always moving and surging and are seldom at
rest.”10 Isaiah used this same symbol for the multitudes of men (Isa.
17:12-13). While saints dwell among the nations of men, the waves of
cultures and faddism rise and fall about us. These waves seek to toss us
to and fro according to Ephesian 4:14 (kludonidzomai—“tossed here
and there by waves”).11 Winds of thought and teaching whirl all about
our bark upon the sea. The Christian’s hope is his anchor which is cast
within the veil into heaven at the mercy seat of God (Heb. 6:19).

This illustration is most appropriate for showing us our situation in
life without God’s Word to guide and anchor us. Every age has a
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culture of moral, political and religious standards by which men are
influenced. These are the billows upon which we sail. Without
guidance, we simply drift along with the waves trying to fit into the
world about us. We imbibe of its morals, political paradigms, and
religions. The pressure to drift with the flow of the world overwhelms
us. We know nothing of the hidden reefs. If the whole world about us
drifts into oblivion, we are caught in its tow, until we are engulfed in
a moment.

Along with this, there come winds of doctrine, or teaching, that
sweep across our ship, first from one direction and then from another.
Being unskilled without the teachings of God, the persistent pressure
from these winds of teaching guide us where they will, sometimes
toward a dismal danger, sometimes toward shallow shoals, and
sometimes toward an unknown shore, but always pushing us some-
where. We have no innate map to guide us and no star of morning
(2 Pet. 1:19) to arise within our hearts to show true north as the guiding
light out of this world’s dark existence, The breezes of men’s philoso-
phies feign guidance, but soon these breezes change and a new idea
takes their place: existentialism, modernism, postmodernism, all
relativistic in nature. These tell us that there is no true north, just
endless drifting to a nihilistic future.

And so it was in the days of the first century when the Sun of
Righteousness arose with healing in His wings, as Malachi 4:2 had
promised, to signal the dawn of a new day for the world.

FIRST CENTURY WORLD—
THE WAVES AND WINDS OF HELLENISM

The first century world into which Jesus came was predominantly
Hellenistic in nature. Hellenistic culture affected morals, philosophy
and religion. Philip Schaff writes:

Philosophy had run down into skepticism and refined material-
ism. Art had been degraded to the service of levity and sensual-
ity. Infidelity or superstition had supplanted sound religious
sentiment. Dishonesty and licentiousness reigned among high
and low.12

Pagan idolatry with its demonic roots (1 Cor. 10:19-21) had obscured
the light of the true and living God through its nationalistic deities and
mystery cults. The wisdom of the ancients, though at its zenith of
human endeavor,13 failed miserably, for the world by all its wisdom
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“knew not God” (1 Cor. 1:21). The moral cesspool that guided many
souls through its fornicative practices and lusts, could not at long last
bring its adherents to inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). The
waves of culture and winds of philosophy kept the ships of men in
endless tossing to and fro, never reaching safe harbor.

Judaism was the only great and shining light for the world during
this age of darkness. As a result of the dispersion of the Jews:

... the seeds of the knowledge of the true God and the Messianic
hope were sown in the field of the idolatrous world ... Every
synagogue was a mission-station of monotheism, and furnished
the apostles an admirable place and a natural introduction for the
preaching of Jesus Christ ...14

The brightness of Moses outshined the candle of paganism. God fearers
from among the pagans came to delight in the hearing of its moral
codes, and to await the great Messianic hope. With its great exalted
status above all that mortal men could contrive to know God, Judaism
held great sway with many men and women of importance across the
Hellenistic world of Rome. Mosaic light gave power and influence to
Jewish leaders in each locale, the loss of which would affect the social
prestige and influence of Judaism across the empire.

But Judaism was a means to an end. Its purpose was to usher in the
glorious Age of Messiah. After this, the diminutive doctrine of Moses
was to pass away as did the work of John the Baptist. However, the
means became the end itself, and the waves and winds of Judaic culture
and doctrines would not go quietly into that long night of history.

At the same time, Paganism continued to encircle and hold its
adherents fast with its lust-driven immoralities and sensual delights.
The temples beckoned with stunning architectural beauty and fleshly
delights, covering its deadly shoals with waves and winds of pagan
sensuality.

CHRISTIANITY COMES TO EPHESUS

When Paul came to Ephesus, the winds and waves of paganism and
historic Judaism were in the zenith of their power. The Ephesian
synagogue welcomed him for three months and then the dissent became
so great he was forced to separate his disciples (Acts 19:8-9). As Paul
ended his time at Ephesus, the monotheistic teaching of God was
making a severe impact upon the community. People were burning
their books containing magic spells (Acts 19:19).15 The costs were
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staggering, 50,000 pieces of silver, concerning which Darrel Bock
notes: “It is a large sum of money and reflects the city’s commercial
commitment to such trade and practice, as this is only a portion of the
community’s holdings of such material.”16 The financial effect was also
felt in the silversmiths’ guild as the call for shrines to Artemis began to
fall (Acts 19:23-27). The result was a riot in the theatre. At this point
the Jews put forth a man named Alexander to give their side of the
story, as F.F. Bruce states:

The Jews of Ephesus judged it necessary to dissociate them-
selves openly from Paul, and the other missionaries, so they put
forward Alexander, one of their number, to make it plain to the
crowd that they had nothing to do with the present trouble—that
they were as much opposed to Paul, indeed, as the demonstrators
were.17

What strange bedfellows are made among those who feel challenged by
the Gospel. But both of these misguiding waves and winds of doctrine
had long held the city in their sway, and they would not bow to the loss
of their finances or longstanding religious institutions. And should we
expect it to be different today?

Pagan Winds

Pagan winds of doctrine continued to sweep over the community
of Ephesus as is evident from Paul’s reminder to the church at Ephesus
concerning their lives before the light of the Word had entered their
lives. They had been “without Christ, being aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12). Likewise he lays
the dismalness of their condition prior to Christianity bluntly before
their faces, saying:

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of
this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among
whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others (Eph.
2:1-3).

I would that this was only true of the Ephesians, but it is no less the
case in our own world today among our neighbors who also walk
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according the course of this world, being tossed to and fro by the waves
of our culture and blown about by every wind of doctrine, having no
hope and without God in the world. Every immoral vice is thrust upon
us by a new mind-set of pagan relativism. It sells on television, at the
movies, and in our magazines and newspapers. The commercials and
ads appeal to our fleshly lusts filling its sponsors’ coffers. To rise
against this debacle of immorality is to attack the silversmiths of our
day in their pocketbooks, resulting is scurrilous attacks upon the Bible
and those who follow it. But this is the course of the world, while it is
swept along with the waves and winds of doctrine that blow upon our
land. Like Judaism of old the well-established religions of our land are
used to the influence and power they have wielded for the last few
centuries, and they will often enter into strange alliances to dissociate
themselves from the Bible-toting, Bible-quoting evangelists of the
church of our Lord. Even some from our own number have joined with
the silversmiths to disclaim the plain teachings of Scripture. Their
academic institutions make more money selling the silversmiths’
shrines to evolution, unity in diversity, fornicative practices, and
societal and religious nihilism,18 than they ever did preaching the
Gospel Paul taught at Ephesus.

Judaic Winds

While pagan religions greatly appealed to the flesh, and pagan
wisdom to the pride of man, it was the Jewish factor that most
consumed the mind of Paul in the Ephesian letter. Unlike pagan
idolatry, the Jewish religion had itself been sanctioned by God. Its light
had been the cornerstone of morality in the dismal night of pagan lusts.
Had Israel not long ago been chosen by God as His own people (Deut.
7:6-8)? Had they not received the adoption, the Shekinah glory, and the
law of God from the great prophet Moses, himself (Rom. 9:4)?

However, from the opening salvo of Ephesians, the apostle Paul
sets Judaism into its proper perspective. There is no denying the
choosing of Israel, nor their adoption, but Paul points out that Chris-
tians were chosen in Jesus before the foundation of the world (Eph.
1:4), long before the Jews were chosen by God in the wilderness as a
result of God’s love for their Fathers. Christian adoption was likewise
predestinated at the same time (Eph. 1:5),19 long before the Jewish
adoption.
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This same preoccupation with the Jewish people as the chosen
people of God is prevalent today across the Christian-professing world.
But we need to ask those who parrot that assertion: “If the Jews are the
chosen people of God today, why have you not become a proselyted
Jew?” Let us be completely convinced by the apostle Paul that before
the foundation of the world, the chosen with regard to eternal redemp-
tion were to be those in Christ. Since this choice is according to the
“eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph.
3:11), the choice and election of Christians predates that of the Jews by
the length of eternity past and we must not succumb to that wind of
doctrine which foolishly swaps eternity’s redemptive election for a
temporal Jewish election.

Further, while it is certainly true that Israel had experienced the
Shekinah glory of God at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 24:16-17) at the giving of the
law, and again at the dedication of the Tabernacle (Ex. 40:34) and at
the dedication of Solomon’s temple (1 Kgs. 8:11); and while Moses
had actually seen the glory of God pass before him (Ex. 33:18ff), yet
all of this glory was fading (2 Cor. 3:10-13). Paul replies: “[I]f the
ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministra-
tion of righteousness exceed in glory” (2 Cor. 3:9). And though Moses
was indeed a great man who had glimpsed God’s glory while He passed
by, yet of Jesus it is said that God:

... set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and
gave him to be the head over all things to the church (Eph. 1:20-
22).

And it is this Jesus whom God gave “to be the head over all things to
the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all”
(Eph. 1:22-23). Jesus far surpasses Moses in His place with God, and
Jesus is the Head of the church, which shows us the greatness of the
church over the commonwealth of Israel.

Again, Jesus, who fills everything, has chosen the church as that
which fills Him. As He is in us, so we are in Him. This is never said of
the commonwealth of fleshly Israel in its relationship to God in the Old
Testament. As a matter of fact, of fleshly Israel Jesus said: “And other
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shep-
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herd” (Jn. 10:16). This is none other than what the Old Testament
prophets had stated in the myriad passages pertaining to Gentile
entrance into the Messianic kingdom which was to come. Even as far
back as Genesis 22:18, God had promised that all nations were intended
to be the subjects of His grace in the great seed promise made to
Abraham. Fleshly Israel was not the fullness of that which filled either
the promises or purposes of God. Only the church is the fullness of
Him that fills all in all. The church’s fullness is comprised of redeemed
persons from “every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation”
(Rev. 5:9). The covenants of Israel were for one race of persons in one
era of time without regard to their blood bought redemptive standing
with God. The fullness of Christ is composed of Jew and Gentile from
every race of man. And the church is that fullness.

Comparing the glorious fullness of the church with that of fleshly
Israel is like comparing the diamond troves of all the world with a
child’s marble collection. And even that fails to give us the understand-
ing of the fullness that resides in the church. The church’s value can
only be understood by the matchless price paid by her loving Husband
2000 years ago on a lonely hill called “Golgotha.” No other institution
on the face of this earth has ever been deemed worthy of such a price
as was paid by God Himself, except the church, the fullness of Him that
fills all in all.

However, even today, as with Judaism of old, the human winds of
doctrine berate the church as unnecessary, unworthy of the full sacrifice
of our lives, and making it but one denomination among many. Many
grudgingly place it on par with Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,
etc., but certainly not surpassing any of them. People seek to diminish
its unique relationship to Christ by means of secularizing it through
human decrees and commands. The world minimizes its importance as
the one body that alone stands in right relationship with God. They
mock its purity, scorn its pleas for righteousness and unity, and laugh
openly at its claims to be the pillar and support of absolute Truth. But
brethren, the church is still the fullness of Him that fills all in all,
having Christ, the Son of God, who sits at the right hand of God on
high as its Kingly Head and eternal Redeemer. No other body even
comes close. Let the world gaze admiringly at its marbles; the church
is still our King’s crown of glory and royal diadem (Isa. 62:3), the
fullness of him that fills all in all.
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Judaism of old also was the receiver and caretaker of the Messianic
oracles (Rom. 2:17-18). With regard to their fulfillment, they could see
only themselves as the recipient of these grand visions of a victorious
reign. They would have their Messiah with an earthly Israeli Kingdom,
or nothing at all. That other nations could be equal with them, in a
kingdom other than fleshly Israel, was such an offense to their thought
that the mere mention of it was cause for death (Acts 22:21-22). It was
these very things concerning the preaching of the kingdom of God in
the synagogue of Ephesus that precipitated the exodus of Paul from the
synagogue with the new disciples (Acts 19:8ff).

To strengthen the disciples against these winds of doctrine
concerning the proper understanding of the Messianic prophecies, Paul
wrote a treatise in Ephesians 3 diametrically opposed to such a fleshly
concept of the Messianic kingdom. He explained:

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as
I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is
now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body,
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel ... And to
make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who
created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by
the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Eph. 3:3-11).

The reader will note that the meaning of the mystery passages
(Messianic passages) of the Old Testament was revealed to Paul by that
same Holy Spirit (v. 5) that inspired them in the Old Testament (2 Pet.
1:20-21). The Jews did not give the Messianic prophecies to the world;
the Holy Spirit gave those prophecies to the Jews, who dispersed them
abroad in the world until the fullness of time (Gal. 4:1-4). It was not a
Jewish interpretation, either, that Paul received, but a Spirit-inspired
interpretation. The Jews could not give accurate interpretation to
mysteries that they had not produced. Even the prophets through whom
the Holy Spirit wrote these prophecies did not understand them (1 Pet.
1:10-12); and even angels tried to comprehend them (1 Pet. 1:12). Only
the Holy Spirit could search the mind of God and know the interpreta-
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tion of these great Messianic mysteries (cf. 1 Cor. 2:7-13, esp. v. 11).
The Holy Spirit’s interpretation is the only interpretation that matters.
The Holy Spirit’s interpretation made it clear that the Messianic
mystery prophecies foretold a fellowship of both Jews and Gentiles as
fellowheirs in the same body. Furthermore, in the wisdom of God by
the interpretation of the Holy Spirit, the body in which this joint
fellowship was manifest by God to all the world is called the church,
not the fleshly nation of Israel.

And, yet, for all the plainness of these Spirit-inspired interpretive
revelations, the Judaic winds of doctrines still sweep the world today
in the form of premillennialism, declaring that the church is not the
correct interpretation of those mystery passages concerning the
Messianic Kingdom of God. Per these continuing Judaic interpreta-
tions, God must yet reveal to the world His greater redemptive purposes
in the nation of fleshly Israel. A single fleshly race must replace the
chosen race of Spiritual Israel comprised of every kindred, tongue,
nation and people. A fleshly Levitical priesthood must replace the
priesthood of all believers in Christ, and a mortal, Aaronic high priest
wearing jingling bells (Ex. 29:35) must arise from the ashes of a
bygone age of shadows, to replace the reality of the Son of God on the
throne of Heaven at the right hand of the Majesty on high Who ever
lives to make intercession for us. According to this deranged wind of
theology, a stone temple made with human hands must arise to replace
the glory of the magnificent church of God built without human hands
(Dan. 2:44-45) by Jesus Christ, Himself (Mt. 16:18), being constructed
of radiant souls of immortal glory purchased at the countless cost of the
life of the Lamb of God. How pitiable is the deluded mind that would
leave the eternal Kingdom to go back to the one-race regime of death
that held its citizens in the grip of eternal punishment with no hope but
the next bleeding goat on a bronze altar. And yet, this travesty parades
itself across our airwaves, and infests the homes of our nation, filling
the coffers of its proponents with untold treasures, while the true vision
of the church languishes behind comparatively few pulpits that have
not yet bowed the knee to Baal. Arise, O men of God. Let the beauty
of that eternal Kingdom yet swell within our breasts. Let her glorious
walls be seen by faith at the preaching of the Gospel. Let the radiance
of the beauty of the bride of the Son of God, a radiant beauty bestowed
upon her by her loving Lord and Husband, be displayed by the
preaching of the kingdom and the purity of the lives of its members.
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Finally, while Judaism thought it an affront to their national dignity
and the beauty of their covenant that their Messianic King should be
crucified as a common criminal (1 Cor. 1:23), and while their builders
rejected the Stone upon which the eternal Messianic Kingdom would
be established (Mt. 21:42-44), yet Paul points out that God made Jesus
the Foundation Stone of His holy temple, the church (Eph. 2:20-21).
And unwittingly, while Israel rejected Him through crucifixion, in that
very act of slaying Him, in His very death, He “abolished in his flesh
the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances”
(Eph. 2:15). Every Mosaic dietary ordinance was abolished. Every
Mosaic worship ordinance was abolished. Every Mosaic festival
ordinance was abolished. Every Sabbath ordinance was abolished.

However, old habits die hard, especially when they are associated
with religion. In spite of the clear revelation of God at the Jerusalem
council in Acts 15, the Jews still sought to impose Judaic customs on
the Gentiles of the early church. To Ephesus’ sister congregation at
Colosse, to brace them against the Judaic winds of doctrine, Paul wrote:
“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of
an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a
shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ” (Col. 2:16-17).

A back door approach posing as wisdom seems to have begun in an
attempt to revive and impose these Judaic customs on the church. Paul
writes: “These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-
made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of
no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh” (Col. 2:23, ESV).
Some had begun to say that the dietary and festival customs of the law
had value in actually controlling the passions of the flesh. If one
subjects his body to the dietary laws of Judaism, then passions are more
easily contained. This was not a unique approach among Hellenistic
Jews. A second century B.C. Jewish document, known as the Letter of
Aristeas, with regard to Jewish dietary laws, reads:

For you must not fall into the degrading idea that it was out of
regard to mice and weasels and other such things that Moses
drew up his laws with such exceeding care. All these ordinances
were made for the sake of righteousness to aid the quest for
virtue and the perfecting of character.20

Philo of Alexandria (20 B.C. – A.D. 50) said the Mosaic dietary
laws “were to control the unruly (pagan-like) desires and to get rid of
extravagance.”21 It was not too large of a step to the doctrine Paul
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warned Timothy about when he wrote about the coming false teaching,
“commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be
received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth”
(1 Tim. 4:3). Paul’s very reason for sending Timothy to Ephesus in the
first place was to stop the mouths of some who were “Desiring to be
teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof
they affirm” (1 Tim. 1:7).

And do not think that the winds of such ignorant usage of the law
has ceased. Rabbi Lazer Brody even today writes:

[W]henever we eat a creature, we take on its spirituality, for
better or for worse. A pig has certain spiritual characteristics that
trigger egoism, lewd behavior, stubborness, and cruelty, and
thereby impair a Jew from performing his or her spiritual task in
this world.22

Even many Messianic Jews hold to either Kosher dietary laws, or total
abstinence of meat. In addition, many Messianic Jews, claiming to
follow Jesus, still advocate the Sabbath day over the first day of the
week.23

Yet, what really is the difference in Messianic Jews pushing the
Sabbath and Judaic dietary laws, and people in the Lord’s body today
pushing instrumental music using the Old Testament as their guide? Or
pushing tithing on Christians today, based on Old Testament law?
These winds of doctrine even yet sweep our land, and yes, there are
members of God’s body who are still tossed to and fro with the waves
and winds of these ancient doctrines.

Full-blown Gnosticism

Eventually, these Judaic doctrines were syncretized with Persian
dualism to give us what we call “Docetic Gnosticism,” which advo-
cated the innate sinfulness of the flesh. This is the doctrine which
finally arose out of the Asian arena through a heretic named Cerinthus
who was connected with Ephesus.24 The great problem with which this
Gnostic concept had to grapple was the fleshly nature of Christ. In
dealing with it, they denied that Deity became flesh, but that Jesus
Christ was actually two persons: Jesus the fleshly man (full of sin), and
Christ the heavenly manifestation who had no sin. John attacks this
doctrine pointing out: “Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And
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every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is
not of God” (1 Jn. 4:2-3).

The sinister and lasting nature of this cyclonic wind of doctrine is
seen in the aftermath of both Augustine and John Calvin, whose basis
for all their doctrines is the inherent depravity of human flesh. While
not daring to deny that Jesus came in the flesh, both Catholicism and
its Protestant daughters deny that Jesus flesh is identical with our flesh.
For Catholicism, the immaculate conception is posited for removing
from Jesus flesh the depravity of original sin while leaving it in our
flesh; for Protestantism, the fact that God is Jesus’ father makes Jesus’
flesh unlike our flesh with regard to original sin. For Catholicism,
abstinence is required for her clergy, since marriage weakens the flesh,
and makes it less receptive to divine understanding. Technically, the
Catholic reasoning behind abstinence is about as Biblically based as
Rabbi Brody’s polemic against eating pork. For Protestantism, a
spiritual awakening is essential for both justification and sanctification.
We deal with the winds of charismatic movements and “better felt than
told” religious experiences that supersede the plain Gospel in the minds
of the deceived. The end result is a greater reliance on supposed
Spiritual enlightenment rather than a total reliance on Scripture as the
sole definitive redemptive message of God.

CONCLUSION

The winds of doctrine that blew in New Testament days yet blow
upon the seas of mankind. Nothing has really changed. The New
Testament writings were chosen by God because the basic pagan and
Judaic doctrines of old would be those that would blow upon the seas
of every age till our Lord returns again. Our only safeguards are the
writings of the Spirit-inspired apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors
and teachers which comprise the pages of Holy Writ.
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IL: The University of Chicago Press, 1957), 437.
12 Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church (Grand Rapids, MI:
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16 Ibid., 605.
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Eerdmans Publishing, 1988), 377.
18 “Nihilism is the belief that all values are baseless and that nothing
can be known or communicated ... In the 20th century, nihilistic
themes–epistemological failure, value destruction, and cosmic
purposelessness–have preoccupied artists, social critics, and philoso-
phers ...” Nietzsche wrote, “inevitably, nihilism will expose all
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Western mythos. This collapse of meaning, relevance, and purpose will
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foundation of the world.
20 R.H. Charles, trans., “The Letter Of Aristeas,” n.d.,
<http://www.ccel.org/c/charles/otpseudepig/aristeas.htm>
21 Peder Borgen, Philo of Alexandria: An Exegete for His Time (Leiden,
NY: Koln: BRILL, 1997), 168.
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23 “MessianicJews.Info—Frequently Asked Questions,” n.d.,
<http://www.messianicjews.info/general/faq.html>
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